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Antique Franklin automobiles, manufactured in Syracuse, sit parked in the upper Yager Hall lot at Hartwick College in Oneonta,

Wednesday, July 15.

Antique car club meet draws
enthusiasts from across country

ERIC SANTOMAURO-STENZEL
STAFF WRITER

The streets of Oneonta have
some new traffic this week, but
the cars are very old.

Since Saturday, July 11, mem-
bers of the H.H. Franklin Club
have been driving around the
community in their roughly
century-old automobiles from
the Syracuse-based Franklin
Automobile Company and H.H.

Franklin Manufacturing Com-
pany. The business sold the
luxury vehicles from 1902 to
1934, when the company went
out of business.

Hartwick College is hosting
the annual Franklin Trek, which
is scheduled to end Friday.

The gathering draws enthusi-
asts from as far as the other side
of the country.

“This trek is like a family
reunion,” club president Mike

McCarthy of Oregon City, Ore-
gon said Wednesday, a sentiment
repeated by several other attend-
ees of the meet.

The meet was held in Syracuse
originally, then at Cazenovia
College for more than 50 years
until the school closed, followed
by Union College in recent years.

This year’s is the 72nd meet,
organizers said, and the first to
be held in Oneonta.

Activities included drives

to the Northeast Classic Car
Museum in Norwich, Hyde Hall
and Glimmerglass State Park on
Otsego Lake and the Hanford
Mills Museum in East Meredith.

The Franklin’s air-cooled
engine is what draws out many
of its fans.

“That’s why you see the inter-
esting-looking noses on some of
the cars,” said Susan Roberts,
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